Breeding to Phenoms

hat is a phenom? That is a hound that can run way past the ability of a normal dog. There are good hounds, great hounds, exceptional hounds (in the top 2%), and phenoms (in the top 2% of the entire exceptional group). These dogs all share the same running style: big nose, line control, and a desire to run down their prey.

I have never taken the time to explain my thoughts on the way I breed beagles and the reasons I have travelled to wherever it leads me in order to add the necessary genes to the bloodline of my snow hounds. Few of these dogs ever run in trials but are constantly gunned over. There are not many exceptional snow hounds to breed to and I do NOT want AVERAGE hounds and that is why I will spend the money it takes and drive wherever it takes me to better my breeding program.

I breed to exceptional snow hounds that have the ability to run in all types of weather conditions. These hounds are in the top 2% as far as ability to run on snow. And when I hear of a phenom I have to find out if it is true. Is it “a hound that can run in all conditions and run pretty much check free with such extreme hunt that when hunting rabbits it might lose only two to three rabbits all season?” Yes, all season! These hounds are far and few between. They make running a rabbit look so easy a person could get bored watching.

A phenom has the ability to lift scent when other hounds cannot and run like it is just another day. I have bred to every phenom I could in the last 35 years, working on increasing the odds to reproduce this type of hound on a regular basis. Hounds, like Gay Slide, Gay Baker, Muskie Lake John, Muskie Lake Eli, Knight’s Nitro, Snowman’s Demon, Welch’s Markanthony, Welch’s Cleopatra, East Creek Bad Boy Jake, Windy Hill Hammer, and Snowman’s Knight Rider. All of these hounds share the same running style. While all of them being able to run effortlessly on tough scenting days. They all have the mental determination to want to overtake the rabbit they are locked onto. I have bred to these hounds weaving them throughout the pedigrees of what is become Snowman’s Beagles bloodline.

In breeding, if I cannot breed to a known phenom then I will breed to its core family of a closely related dog of exceptional ability. I will use an exceptional dog to carry on genes the same way a virus will use a host animal to carry on living. I use exceptional snow hounds to carry the genes until I can breed one of my females to another phenom as a partial out cross to bring back into the blood line. The phenoms I have bred to have always reproduced its type, but may skip a generation, or maybe two generations.

On real bad weather days I hunt cottontail rabbits in cattail marshes or go run snowshoe hares. These bunnies usually have stayed out and run a circle or two on even the worst days. I go run dogs no matter how extreme the weather gets as long as it’s safe. The only time I don’t hunt is during a lightening storm, hail storm, or high wind storms that exceed 50 mph. So, ice, rain, deep snow, crusty snow, sub-zero, or any other extreme condition I hunt and I expect my hounds to run. These conditions have led me on a quest to find and breed to that rare hound that can still get it done: a true phenom

