Building A Training Pen

Building a running pen takes a lot of time and a good amount of money, regardless if it is a small starting pen or 40 plus acres to exercise and train your hounds. I have just completed the task of setting up a pen and it took time and patience to complete the project. I have been in 8 different private enclosures and 5 different starting pens and no two of them were built alike. Yet they all were fine at holding in rabbits and keeping out predators. I will attempt to write an article about building a pen.  Be it large or small it still needs to be built to last. So this is what I have learned along the way.

            The first thing was clearing, the perimeter intended for the fence. I recommend that you cut at the very least a seven foot path right down to the dirt. This will give you room enough to roll out your fence and to work both sides of it. If you leave anything in your way it will be very hard to roll out and stand up your fence. After clearing the trees, brush and weeds I ran a string to use as a guide for setting all my corner posts. The posts that I used were treated 4x6x12 ft.  These went for the gates and corner posts and I used a 60 lb. bag of ready mix for each one. I also used a lot of treated 4x4x8 ft posts. I put these posts in approximately every 130 ft. or when my enclosure ground changed by going up or down hill, I added a treated 4x4 at the top and bottom of every hill. Also I put a treated 4x4 four feet from each corner post and gate post with a 2x4 nailed between them to brace them together. After putting in the corner and gate posts, I then used 6 ½ ft metal T-post driving them in every 15 foot keeping 53 inches above ground.

            Now that you have all your posts in, the next step to ensure a tight long lasting fence is to string high tinsel wire around on the inside of your posts. I went four strands of high tinsel wire because I have a lot of deer in my area and deer/fence encounters are quite often. I will say that all of the fences that were put up with four strands of high tinsel wire have never been knocked down by deer yet. But they sure have had some big face prints left in them. For each section between treated 4x4 posts I put ratchet style wire tighteners on each strand of high tinsel wire. That means using them when you change from level ground to up or down hill. It is quite a project attaching the high tinsel wire onto each post. Horse shoe nails can be used along with tinsel wire connecters on the treated post. On the metal T-post I used the bags of heaver gauge wire you get free with the T-post for attaching fence on with. It worked great for mounting the high tinsel wire.

            The next step after your high tinsel wire is tightly in place is to add your fencing onto the wire. I will stop here and say that there are some good places to buy your wire that advertise in the pages of this great magazine. I myself bought the vinyl coated to better withstand the changing Michigan weather.  The uncoated fencing only lasts about seven years here in Michigan. 

            When you start to unroll your fencing you will see why I said to clear at least a seven foot path in witch to unroll your fence.  To unroll it standing up is very hard work and it bends the fence up pretty bad also. After I rolled the fence out we lifted it up and zip tied it to the top strand of high tinsel wire with small plastic zip ties. My dad I zip tied about every seven foot. Once the fence is zip tied in place we then attached the fence stretcher to it. The fence stretcher is an eight foot 2x4 cut in half and drilled for two bolts with washers and two pieces of chain.  We attached the chains to the bolted 2x4s.  At this point the fence is held tightly between the two 2x4s.  Now we attached the chains to a come-along.  The other end of the come-along was attached to two extra T-posts we had.  These T-posts were driven into the ground and angled away from the fence we were pulling.  Now that the fence has been stretched, its time to fasten it to the four strands of high tinsel wire. Starting with the top wire. I might mention that the four strands of high tinsel wire were set at ground level, 16in, 32in, and the top wire was set at 48 inches. Also, I sank my 6 ½ ft T-post to 53 inches tall. To accommodate the electric fence wire that will go on last. I bought J-clips to attach the fence onto the high tinsel wire. The top and bottom J-clips were spaced a foot apart and the middle two we put our J-clips about 1 ½ ft apart. I will say that the J-clips worked fine but I would have rather used hog rings. I looked all over for the hog rings but couldn’t find anyone who carried them. I would have thought that the Tractor Supply Store should carry such an item, but they only have the J-clips. As I finished each roll of fence I took the time to shovel dirt on the fence apron. My friend Eddie didn’t and he said the wild rabbits got used to coming and going in the spots that the apron stood up.  He has trouble stopping the digging in those spots. When ever you have any penned up prey animals the predators will find a way to get to them. I trapped some rabbits from my yard and put them into the pen. As soon as the owls found out, my pen got hit hard by them. They killed six in four days. I installed eight Night Guard lights on 4x4 posts between 10 and 12 feet high. I recommend putting Night Guard flashing red lights up before you stock your pen with rabbits. Also, attach electric fence wire a couple inches above your fencing because cats will jump on top of the fence to gain access instead of climbing a pole. It’s a shame you have to go to such extremes to protect your rabbits. Still it is well worth the effort to have such a nice training area to work puppies. I’m in my pen daily making new brush piles, working puppies or just walking around for some fresh air seeing what I could do to make it better. So good luck and I hope I have helped anyone wanting to set up a running pen. 

Any questions please call 1(616)225-2498.   Rick Snow  "Snowman"

