Complaint Department

As if breeding in it self was hard enough.  Trying to stay on track with convictions on how a strain of hunting beagles should be bred up to meet my standard of acceptance.  Things such as big nose, drive, line control, desire, handling, looks and conformation.

            I myself spend a lot of time and money to maintain and gather the best breeding I can find to ultimately stack the deck to raise the best hunting beagle for running in bad weather that will stick on the rabbit or hare scent.  

            But lately us breeders are coming under attack from the beagle forums saying that breeders are peddlers or dog jockeys and that a person can not raise a family of beagles with the same likeness in traits.  Like we are trying to scam people? I say BULL S#&*!

            I have been quietly breeding and raising beagles for better than 35 years to please ME not some arm-chair expert!

            No one bloodline will please every hunter’s needs.  I mean a person running northern hare needs a dog to be independent to go out and search for a hare covering more ground but that same dog is worthless to a southern small swamp - pothole hunter hunting close running cottontails.  Who’s not to say that the dog won’t adapt to different styles of hunting different game.  It will take time for a dog to transition from working close to running with a large pack of hounds on hare and may never make it. 

            I maintain that if you breed a dog with above average speed and has line control, with nose enough to run on snow, you will please 95 percent of all hunters out there.  Yes there are exceptions to everything and that left over 5 percent is looking for a specialized type of hound or what I call a designer bred hound.  It is not your run of the mill dog but bred up to run a specific way for the region in which hunting conditions dictate a hound bred either to be bigger and faster or smaller and slower.  This small percent of hunters that require a little different hound need to realize the fact is not all beagles are created equal in their abilities to produce and run game.  In other words to jump and run a rabbit.  I myself as a breeder am trying my very best to breed a hound that runs both hare and cottontail rabbits equally well because I run both types of bunnies on a regular basis.  In my starting pen I have both cottontails and snowshoe hares to train my pups with. 

             I don’t breed to populate the market with beagles but I do have enough interest in what I’m doing that others ask to be put on my puppy list.  First and foremost, I breed for myself to keep myself in the type of hound with the requirements needed to run in Michigan’s different weather conditions.  So what few dogs I do sell I try to keep tabs on them. 

            I certainly can’t speak for anyone else but here at Snowman’s Beagles I DO NOT SELL any CULLS.  I try and talk a buyer into letting me start their pup before they pick it out rather than selling an eight week old pup.  Then my customer knows what they are getting.  I like starting pups and watching them develop.  I usually keep a couple to start so I can evaluate the litter along with the puppy I choose for myself.

            All my puppies come with a guarantee that they will be healthy and they will hunt period!

            A long time ago my friend Jimmy Davis told me that dealing with the public you really have to have thick skin because people will talk trash.  And he is right.  If you don’t have the type of hound to serve THEIR needs people will down you or your breeding.  Some people like cheese burgers and some like them plain! HA!

            If it wasn’t for dedicated breeders none of us would have beagles to enjoy.  From a Civil War General to present day it was the hard work of good knowledgeable men and women and I certainly thank them for that

