Going Hi-Tech

This is a High Tech world we live in and the beagling world has benefitted from it as well.  All of the new and improved GPS tracking devises we have to keep track of our dogs or to correct them with are now smaller with longer range and have new and improved battery life.  All I can think is WOW!

            I have the Garmin Astro 220 GPS with five DC-40 tracking collars to go with it.  This is a great tool for us hunters that get out in the real remote, thick, sections of land.  It not only helps you keep track of your dogs but it gives the hunter complete confidence to navigate big chunks of real estate with the assurance of getting back out to the truck or camp safely. 

I have had four different Tri Tronic training collars over the years and it was time to upgrade or send in the old set-up to have it reconditioned.  So I started comparing the new training units on the market and I decided to go with the Sport Dog Hound Hunter 3225 model for collars.  This trainer is small but, like dynamite, big things come in small packages.  It has a two mile range and the new hi-tech batteries hold a charge for 40 to 60 hours.  Wow, small, hot, and lasts longer!  What more could you ask for.

            To make this system work better for me I took the Sport Dog trainer and put my Garmin DC-40 tracking devices on the same collars.  This took away the need for a separate collar for each and makes less restriction on the necks of my beagles.  To put both units on one collar you need to look how your system is designed from the factory.  Look at how the two units are put on each of their collars.  From the factory the unit sets in such a way that you can see the blinking light on top when strapped to your hound.  You may need to turn the training unit around on the collar as I did.  I then left a one inch gap between both the training unit and the Garmin DC-40.  Now, the Sport Dog trainer comes with a ¾ inch collar and the DC-40 comes with a 1 inch collar.  No worry, I just measured and punched the necessary holes into the ¾ inch Sport Dog collar.  After punching the holes, you need to use a cigarette lighter for a couple seconds only to make sure the collar does not fray from punching the holes.  After mounting the DC-40 unit I put three plastic zip ties on the Garmin antenna near the base to add a little insurance.

