Nose Speed

I have bred hunting beagles for 38 years here in Michigan and it has been a great learning experience.  Just when you think that you have pretty much heard it all, something new is brought into focus. It could be a new way of better caring of hounds or puppies. Or, it might just be a thought on improving performance through careful breeding. Most people that know me know that my hounds excel on snow. It’s been talked about for years: the need to have a stronger nosed dog to run in extreme weather conditions. A stronger nose doesn’t mean a cold nosed dog. I don’t want any of my dogs babbling all over the woods on old scent lines. I want a dog to be able to jump and run fresh scent and to it with power. And that would be with above average speed.


To achieve this, a dog has to have nose speed not foot speed. An example of nose speed is a beagle running a rabbit with just a couple of four-second checks, or no checks at all, and running it as if the dog was looking at the rabbit. Most of the time a dog running this style is running a rabbit’s body scent and not spore or foot scent. I have watched a lot of great dogs over the years run. The ones that impress me the most have all had the ability to run and gain on a rabbit. They exhibit quick nose speed, turn effortlessly when the rabbit makes a turn, and adjust to get back on good scent before there is a check or a breakdown during the chase.

You see, it is not just a powerful nose. If it was just about a powerhouse nose the scent trail would be run frontwards, backwards, and sideways because most cold trailers on extreme conditions run nothing but spore or ground scent. Quite a few of them back track or bark all over the place until they get a rabbit up and running. I will accept a bark here or there or a couple of woofs or squeals just before the jump, but that’s it. I want a runable scent before my dogs open.


A dog with a quick nose speed does not just run body scent either. They run both body and spore or foot scent when needed. Being able to interpret the line of scent quickly gives the dog a better chance to get up on its game and move the scent line along faster, creating fewer checks. I also like the dog to chop or bark with its head down, never lifting its nose off the scent line to bark when following either hares or cottontails. My dogs are not fast by any means. I’m not looking for foot speed just a solid hunting dog that runs above average speed with the exceptional nose so they can get up on a rabbit or hare to keep the run interesting. A good track dog helps me keep my part of the hunt, which is shooting bunnies to take home, so we can make potpies.

We have all seen dogs that could just drive a rabbit when conditions were right, but the dogs with quick nose speed can run on tough days and make it look easy. I have seen when only one dog in the pack could run while the rest were left wondering what’s going on. That is a strong nosed dog with quick nose speed.  They run as if they are floating on the scent line. They are exceptional.
