Teaching Moments

In a young dog’s life, there are very few key moments when you, as a handler, can teach or direct a pup rather than it relying on its own instincts. There are direct teachings and indirect. Teaching can begin at just days old, such as banging feed dishes on the concrete to clean them each night is a positive, indirect way of getting a pup used to loud, sharp noises.

Here at Snowman’s Beagles, we take extra care in the health and handling of new and young puppies. As newborn pups grow, we bring them out of the kennel and onto the grass to handle and play games with them as a direct way of teaching. For one little game that is played, I take and throw Ritz Bitz peanut butter crackers in the grass up wind of where we are going to be playing with the pups. I watch how each pup uses its nose and also it helps teach them to work more independently at a check area later in life. Puppies learn quickly that if they don’t use their noses or keep looking themselves, they will go without a treat. Also by week six, I will have taught them to stay back when I go in or out of the kennel. Most people don’t realize that a puppy’s brain is developing as fast as its body. When inexperienced customers come to our Kennel for the first time, most cannot believe how well-mannered and smart the beagles are. It seems that most of the experience they’ve had with beagles is that Grandpa or a neighbor had one that was chained out back and barked all the time.

Another teaching moment is when I work a started pup that’s ready to be trash-proofed. I’ll take the young dog out and walk around as if we are just hunting bunnies, except I go right through deer bedding spots. I do this with a Tritronics shock collar on the dog and turned to full power. Why? Because even if the dog doesn’t attempt to run or have any interest in a freshly jumped deer, this is still your Teaching Moment! As soon as I see that the dog has scent, I hit the button. I have seen people not hit the shock collar, because their dog wasn’t interested at all in the deer. If you have the chance to teach, you need to do it! Putting the fear of deer in a young dog’s head is your best line of defense.

Now that I have touched a little on training young dogs, let me give you a rabbit recipe that is a big hit at my wild game dinners. This is a very easy way to prepare a great rabbit dish.

Ingredients:

2 boneless rabbits or 4 skinned chicken thighs, boned and cut into small cubes

3 stalks of celery cut into small cubes

½ cup of carrots

5 medium potatoes

2 deep dish frozen pie crusts

2 shallow frozen pie crusts

3 cans of cream of chicken soup

¼ stick of butter

Cook this together at 350 for 50-60 minutes.

            To start this off, take your pie crusts out of the freezer to thaw. By the way, the pie crusts I buy come two to a pack. In one pot, boil your rabbit. I sprinkle a little chicken rub seasoning onto the meat before I put it into the pot, but salt and pepper’s fine. Start with the celery, letting it boil for ten minutes before adding the carrots; then let them boil for ten minutes before adding the potatoes for the last ten minutes together. I boil my veggies in stages, so the potatoes don’t turn to mush. When finished, drain the water from the meat and vegetables; then put them back on the stove together in one pot, adding the ¼ stick of butter and three cans of cream of chicken soup. Work this together slowly until the butter is melted. You don’t need to cook it long, only until the butter is mixed in well. Now you’re ready to preheat your oven to 350 degrees. While the oven is heating, fill the two deep crusts with half the mixture in each; then take the shallow pie crusts from the pie tins by placing them upside down on top of the filled deep dish pies, forming your top crust. I make three slits in the top crust and slide them in the oven. Cooking time is 50 to 60 minutes. This is a great way to introduce someone to a great tasting meal of wild game. It is a teaching moment.
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