Tracking Collars

Over the years I’ve made a lot of trips to the upper peninsula of Michigan to hunt snowshoe hare.  I’m happy to say up until this year I have not lost a single dog.  But because of my stupidness, Yukon was the first.

            Yukon is an eight and a half year old male that is the kind of dog you want to drop down every time you run a pack of hounds.  Especially when Yukon sounds off letting the woods know that the bunny is up and the GAME is on!  Always a very easy handling hound.

            To be honest I have a Tracker Maxima and eight tracking collars to go with it.  Also, I have a Garmin Astro and three DC-40 collars.  So it was no excuse not to put some type of tracking collar on Yukon.  But I chose to put the Garmin DC-40 collars on the other three hounds, Frosty, Diamond, and Speckles.  I thought that in all the years that I put a tracker on Yukon we have never come close to leaving him or any other hound out in the woods after a hunt.  Not this time.

            By the time Brian, my brother in-law, and I drove north we only had the afternoon to hunt.  Time taken to open up the cabin and start the heat going, stow our gear and park the dog trailer, set a few rabbit traps, and then hit the woods. 

            So in my haste to get running, I did not put a tracker on Yukon.  The dogs ran very well, even though it was below zero.  Yukon lead most of the time.  It started to get dark so I called the dogs in.  But as I’m yelling for the pack to come right here, right here you could hear an echo as clear as me yelling two miles away.  So what happened is three dogs, Frosty, Diamond, and Speckles, come in as I called and pour Yukon ran the other way towards the echo!  I called and called with no avail.  I stayed out looking for Yukon till ten that night.  The only thing left to do was leave him.  So I pulled off my fleece top and scratched out a bed for him in 18 inches of deep snow and left him a snack if he returned.  It was a very restless night for me and I’m sure it was for my dog as well with temps at -10 degrees and the thought of Yukon possibly becoming dinner for a pack of coyotes or wolves.  Morning came and we hurried back to the hunting spot.  Before I dressed for the hunt I ran down to see if Yukon had been at the spot where I had left my fleece and a snack.  Yes, he was their sometime during the night because the snack was eaten and my fleece that I left hanging about two feet high in a balsam was pulled down into the nest I had made for him and it looked like he slept there.  Frantic, I started calling for Yukon and to my wondering eyes he came running to me.  Boy the cold and the restless night sure zapped him of some body weight.  Yukon looked like he lost at least eight pounds overnight. 

            All of this could have been avoided with the use of a tracking collar.  So now I own five DC-40 collars to better protect my hounds.  I have been playing with the Garmin tracking system for the whole winter and do I ever like it and the features it has to offer me as a hunter.  The Garmin has a compass feature that when you push the DOG button it points right to each dog you have collared and how far away each one is.  Also when you push MAP, you can track your dog’s route. And if you are running circling game, it will show the pattern the pack of hounds has run and “if all of the dogs are fallowing the scent right.”  The map feature will show you a swinging hound or back tracker and even a lazy hound if it stands still waiting for the pack to jump or work the check.  When you start a new hunt it will mark the truck, you then can just walk into the woods to fallow the hounds with confidence that you can easily find your way back out of the bush and to your truck.  I have the Topo chip in my Astro GPS because I feel the need to know the nearest two-track sometimes rather than walking back through a swamp at dark with dogs.  The Astro also keeps running stats of your dog’s collar such as battery life, also how far they have run and the average speed each hound is moving.  My Garmin Astro has a lot more features than I have mentioned and I have been in exceptionally thick swamp cover with snow on the trees, in sub zero weather, and my Astro has not failed me or lost communication with any of the dog’s DC-40 collars.  Garmin tracking systems are not cheap to buy but it’s the best-cheapest way to keep a very valuable hound safe.  The best place I have found to buy a Garmin Astro and DC-40 system is at  dugraphics.com  or phone 503-482-8339.  These folks are top notch to deal with. 

