Unscented Beauty Running on Leaves

Fall is a wonderful time of year to be in the woods with all of nature’s brilliant colors along with the crisp, clear sometimes frosty mornings. I look forward to this time of year when the leaves of the mighty oaks along with the maples, aspens, and evergreens mixed together to create the picture and a pack of beagles running their rabbit creates the sound. It makes me feel very blessed to witness such wonders from God. But there is a flipside to all of this grandeur. And that is, scenting conditions. Primarily, just as all of those beautifully colored leaves fall the best of the best hounds can’t seem to move a track on the freshly dropped leaves. I have seen a pack of outstanding hounds run a rabbit circle after circle non-stop for over an hour until the rabbit runs out of the briar/field and in to the woods. And then it happens. The hounds cannot move a track 30 yards on the fresh fallen leaves. So, why is this? It is my thoughts that fresh leaves that have just fallen have a wax paper-type skin on them until they start drying down and begin their decaying process. The wax-type skin does not hold scent. Adding to this a slight wind rolling the leaves around makes it all the tougher. Luckily, this problem only lasts about three weeks and is limited to woods habitat. The reason why only about three weeks is, the decaying process here in Michigan is a combination of a one-two-three punch of sunlight that dries the leaves, then frost and rain finish them off. Once the leaves are decayed and we get a rain in October the running changes to phenomenal hard-pounding and life goes on until next fall when all the brilliant colors of the woods come out in full force again.

Here in Michigan by the end of October the leaves are knocked down and well on their way to decomposing. At this time the dogs can really push a rabbit. And if we get a slight rain it becomes very dangerous to the rabbits. My hounds will run down and catch—yes catch—up to three rabbits per trip, making October the dog’s best catch month of the year. Why is the end of October so good? Well, the weather has changed to a more comfortable temperature and the rabbits, along with all of nature, are feeding up and getting ready for the winter. They feel good and they run good. But, if you push a rabbit with a steady running hound with a little above average foot speed and great scenting conditions, the rabbit will not be able to lose the dog(s) because it will not have the time to pull any tricks on the ever-pursuing hound(s). That’s when Mr. Rabbit starts heating up and leaves even more scent, giving the Mr. Rabbit the only option of running straight. It’ body is too hot to go in to a hole because if it does it will smother. Because of this, the rabbit starts to cramp up, running slower and slower until the dog(s) run it down and catch it. I’ve seen this happen year after year.

